CHAPTER    XXVI
HE came in depressed and looking very aged. The news of the atom
bomb startled the world and we were all regaled with vivid accounts
of mankind's new plaything. Japan was the privileged victim of the
crowning glory of science. Even G.B.S. was bereft of words. I said to him:
"We are afraid of adopting the straightforward precepts of the
Sermon on the Mount, but rush gaily into a world of horror." The
answer came quickly:
"If a world government is not established by agreement, it will have
to come in a more dangerous form, by one power dominating the rest
of the world and it won't be England. And now we will have to go on
as if we are going to survive. I must go on living because the Life Force
is in desperate need of an organ of intelligent consciousness and my brain,
with all its imperfections, is its most elaborate experiment in the evolution
of such an organ."
As we walked along Ayot Saint Lawrence, it seemed only a suburb,
a helpless suburb of Hiroshima.
At Cambridge there exists a famous lectureship called the Halsean
Lectureship. The founder ordered by his will that the lecturer in any given
year, should discourse upon some one or another of the attributes of
God and that when these were exhausted some other religious or moral
subject should be selected. I do not know if the attributes of God have
yet been exhausted, but it is a pity Bernard Shaw had not been invited
to deliver such a lecture. I know that he has not the academic qualifications,
but it is a subject on which he could throw some light and probably
discover one or two further attributes not associated generally with the
omnipotent power. He would insist that the human race can no longer
be divided into sinners and righteous.
He would also prove that even God is amenable to argument and
would have cited many a precedent.
"Tolstoy wouldn't hear of it," G.B.S. said, "when I suggested to
him that the world might be one of God's jokes and we must try to
make it a good joke instead of a bad one."
"So, in spite of the atom bomb you still think the world one of God's
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